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SUBJECT: CHINA BUILDS EXPERIMENTAL NUCLEAR FUSION DEVICE 

1 . WE INVITE ATTENTION OF INTERESTED AGENCIES TO AN 
ARTICLE WHICH APPEARED IN NCNA FEBRUARY 4 ENTITLED 
"CHINA BUILDS EXPERIMENTAL DEVICE EOR THERMONUCLEAR 
FUSION." THE ARTICLE STATES THAT THE CHINESE INSTITUTE 
OF PHYSICS, UNDER THE ACADEMY OF SCIENCE, HAS BUILT 

AN EXPERIMENTAL DEVICE (TOKAMAK) TO ACHIEVE TOROIDAL 
DISCHARGE IN A HIGH QUASI-STEADY MAGNETIC EIELD FOR 
CONTROLLED NUCLEAR FUSION RESEARCH, AND SAYS THAT MORE 
THAN 800 DISCHARGES HAVE BEEN MADE WITH THE DEVICE. 

THE ARTICLE PROVIDES FEW ADDITIONAL DETAILS BUT DESCRIBES 
A FEW PROBLEMS INVOLVED IN BUILDING THE DEVICE WHICH 
MAY BE OF INTEREST TO TECHNICALLY QUALIFIED READERS. 

IT ALSO INDICATES THAT THE DEVICE WOULD HAVE APPLICATIONS 
IN THE ENERGY FIELD. 

2. THIS IS THE EIRST TIME WE CAN RECALL THAT THE PRC 
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NUCLEAR ENERGY FOR NON-MILITARY APPLICATIONS. WE WILL 
REPORT ANY EURTHER INFORMATION WE CAN LEARN LOCALLY 
AND WOULD APPRECIATE ANY BACKGROUND INFORMATION OR 
TECHNICAL COMMENT ON THE ARTICLE WHICH THE DEPARTMENT 
CAN PROVIDE. 
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